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Bears are highly intelligent animals that require a great deal of mental stimulation in captivity.  At the National Zoo’s Asia 
Trail the sloth bears are provided with a variety of enrichment options.  Many of these activities can be done inexpensively 
with materials we already have on hand or which can easily be collected from staff and volunteers.  Other activities make 
use of the pre-fabricated enrichment items sold online through companies like Boomer Ball and Otto Environmental.  The 
sloth bears are also trained a variety of behaviors as part of their enrichment program, as well as for husbandry reasons.  
The video shows our bears interacting with a variety of enrichment as well as some of the behaviors we train with them.  
 
 
 
 

Examples of Enrichment 
 
 
 

                     
 



                     
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     
 



                     
 
 
 
 
 

                     
 



                     
 
 
 
 
 

                     
 



                     
 
 
 
 
 

Examples of Training 
 
 
 

                             
 
 



                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                             


